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on the importation of fish caught by aliens, or from alien
vessels. In a report issued as to the success of the Fishery
Acts in the early part of the reign, it is proudly stated that
a thousand additional men had thus been attracted to the
fishing trade, and were consequently " ready to serve in Her
Majesty's ships." Experience, however, proved that English
fishers could not supply the market adequately, and many of
the restrictions were removed in 1597.

We will not attempt to describe in detail the various other

ways in which Elizabeth's Government tried

Encouragement   to stimulate native industries.   Few of them

industry.       involved any new principles.   The importation

of manufactured goods and tho exportation
of raw material were alike discouraged, There was, however,
little theoretical consistency in the national policy. Wool is
a raw material; but to forbid its exportation would have ruined
one of our chief industries. So wool might be exported; but
woe to that nmn who exported a live sheep. For the first
offence he might lose a hand! English subjects must wear
English-made caps. They had not even the choice of going
without caps altogether. Gaps, fully wrought in England, had
to be worn by almost all persons of six years and upwards, on
every Sunday and Holy Day, under penalty of a fine.

Another favourite method for tho encouragement of English

industry was the granting of patents and
Duopolies. monop0iieg. The establishment of great in-
dustries was induced by granting exclusive rights to those
who would engage in them. This system was at a later time
often resorted to, chiefly as a means of enriching royal favourites
or in order to raise money for the Crown, in return for oxclwive
privileges. But when tho ostensible motive was the *eai oiao,
we must not regard the system a# altogether mdefoiifti^
however unsuitable it maybe to modem industrial cotkditioija
The scarcity of capital atxd of business experience mS, e&te!$ri#e
in the early years of Elkabsth may have justified the giving
of an artificial stimulus to now industries.
and caution were needed in granting
evils were likely to ^^^^^^^^ /!4$M
companies was oae of
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